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Q. IS JUDGE GARRITY STILL INVOLVED IN THE BOSTON SCHOOLS? 
A. Boston schools are still’in the remedy phase of the court order to provide equal access to all 

A: - students, and.student assignments are still made according to the modified 1975 assignment plan. 
Judge Garrity is withdrawing and has turned monitoring over to the State Board of Education. 


ba ‘HOW ARE STUDENTS NOW ASSIGNED? 


A iF elementary and middle schools, parents have two choices: a seat in one of the magnet schools 
‘ _ which have students from across the city, or a guaranteed seat in their community district school, 
| ie fe ~ which is in the district but not necessarily in the neighborhood. 


ie High school choices are similar, though students are not guaranteed a seat in their community district 
high school because of limited space. 


_ All assignments are based on court ordered racial guidelines, and magnet assignments are drawn by 
lottery. 


Q. waar NEW PLANS ARE BEING TALKED ABOUT? 


a, ‘The withdrawal of the Court has sparked at least three new plans: 


Y ‘My The Black Parent Committee’s ‘Freedom of Choice” Plan: “Student assignment will be to the 
- gchool of each student’s choice so long as there is space available in the school. Initial pro- 
_ cessing of applications will retain seats in each school for every racial group proportionate to their 

representation in the system, i.e., 47% black, 32% white, 14% Hispanic, 6% Asian, 1% Native 

______ American. Seats remaining unfilled, after this process has been applied, will be given to the re- 

~~ maining applicants without regard to race.” 

a ___ A form of this plan will be submitted to the School Committee in September, 1983, by Attorney 

____ Larry Johnson. 

& 2) The Educational Planning Group (EPG) Recommendations: these educational and assignment 

recommendations include: 

reducing the number of districts 

offering more options to parents, such as K-8 schools and K-5 extended day programs 

using elementary schools to build community support for public education 

offering four magnet high schools: classical, science and technology, visual and performing 
arts, and international studies 

building up comprehensive district high schools 

| upgrading counseling services and adding promotional standards 

This group was convened by then School Committee President, Jean McKeigue, and the recom- 

mendations were submitted to Dr. Spillane in June. 

Metropolitanization: the expansion of an urban school district beyond the city lines to take in some 

suburban districts. A plan is then devised to assign students throughout this larger area, across 

city and suburb lines. 

___No actual plan has been submitted yet, but Attorney Thomas Atkins of the NAACP has suggested 

that he may do so. 


Q. WHO DECIDES ON A PLAN? 


A. First, the School Committee, who then submits it to the Court, which decides after meeting with the 
plaintiffs. 


Q. ARE BOSTON’S SCHOOLS NOW INTEGRATED? 


A. The task of the Federal Court in 1974 was not to integrate the schools, but to insure equal access to ie 


all programs for minority students. By the Court’s standards, most Boston schools are now 
desegregated. 


Q. WHAT ARE THE COURT’S STANDARDS? 


A. Each school in a district must reflect the total population of students attending a// schools in that 
district. For example, District Z has 1000 students: 37% black, 35% white, and 28% other. Every 
school! in District Z. must be, with some variation allowed, 37% black, 35% white, and 28% other to 
meet the Court’s standards. 


Boston’s magnet district, District 9, must reflect the total Boston Public School population. 


ASK THE CANDIDATES: 


1) ARE YOU COMMITTED TO A DESEGREGATED SCHOOL SYSTEM? 
2) WHAT STEPS WOULD YOU TAKE TO EASE AND HASTEN THE WITHDRAWAL OF THE FEDERAL COURT? 
3) WHAT IS THE SINGLE MOST IMPORTANT THING YOU WOULD WORK FOR IN THE SCHOOLS? ~~ 
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